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PRESS RELEASE                              March 2026 
 

 

Scaling Space Excellence: EAGLEYARD Strengthens Its 
Global Space Leadership 
 
 
TOPTICA EAGLEYARD, a long-established and trusted partner in the global space 

industry, is entering a new phase of its growth. With a proven track record in high-

profile missions such as GAIA, CATS, ExoMars, GALILEO II, FORUM, MERLIN, 

DRAGONFLY, and LISA, the Berlin-based company has earned a reputation for 

delivering high-performance laser diodes that meet the most demanding requirements 

in space. Now, TOPTICA EAGLEYARD is taking the next step: strengthening its 

global presence, scaling its capabilities, and further positioning itself as a key 

enabler of future space missions. 

 

To accelerate its international space market development, the company has 

appointed Dr. Anthony W. Yu as External Principal & Advisor. As a globally 

recognized expert in space laser systems and former lead for the LISA Laser System 

at NASA Goddard, Dr. Yu brings decades of experience at the forefront of space 

innovation with lasers. His collaboration with EAGLEYARD spans nearly ten years, 
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including key contributions to the preparation of the Laser Interferometer Space 

Antenna (LISA) mission. 

Reflecting on this partnership, Dr. Yu states: “EAGLEYARD has been an important 

partner, providing reliable support, technical precision, and a consistent focus on 

delivering high-quality products for various flight missions. Over 

the years, our collaboration has developed into a solid relationship 

built on trust and shared objectives. I look forward to further 

strengthening this partnership and to representing EAGLEYARD’s 

outstanding products and engineering capabilities in the global 

space market.” 

 

To further strengthen its capabilities, EAGLEYARD has established a dedicated 

interdisciplinary space unit. The “SPACE EAGLES” are led by the newly employed 

Space Project Manager Dr. Martin Mayer, who brings together experts from quality, 

manufacturing, research & development, manufacturing engineering, process 

technology, and frontend 

operations. This focused 

structure ensures seamless 

execution of complex space 

projects simultaneously with 

industrial business and reflects 

the company’s commitment to 

operational excellence at scale.  

 

EAGLEYARD’s expertise in space applications continues to drive innovation far 

beyond the aerospace sector. Industries facing harsh environments, long operating 

lifetimes, and strict reliability requirements increasingly benefit from technologies 

originally developed for space. This highlights the growing relevance of space-

grade photonics in industrial markets. 

 

EAGLEYARD has experienced significant growth in recent years. To meet increasing 

global demand, the company will more than double its production and office area 

this year by relocating its headquarters this fall. This expansion marks an important 
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milestone in scaling operations and reinforcing supply chain sovereignty for critical 

photonics technologies. 

 

CEO Claus Heitmann is looking into a bright future: “What started with our 

contribution to pioneering missions has evolved into a clear ambition: to actively shape 

the future of the global space economy. 

With our expanding infrastructure, 

strong international partnerships, and a 

dedicated team driving innovation, we 

are ready to take the next leap. The 

milestones we have achieved so far are 

only the beginning, the next chapter 

promises to reach even further.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About TOPTICA EAGLEYARD: 

TOPTICA EAGLEYARD is based in Berlin, Germany, and is a leading supplier of high-power laser 
diodes with wavelengths ranging from 630 nm to 1120 nm. TOPTICA EAGLEYARD’s products are used 
around the globe and combine maximum performance and unparalleled service life with excellent beam 
quality, making them especially suitable for industrial, medical, scientific, and space applications. 
TOPTICA EAGLEYARD was founded in 2002 as a spin-off from the renowned Ferdinand-Braun-
Institute (FBH). Today, it plays a leading role in its sector thanks to its exceptional GaAs-based laser 
diode portfolio. By properly and professionally applying its expertise, experience and know-how, it has 
developed research results into marketable products that are sold worldwide, either directly or through 
partners. TOPTICA EAGLEYARD has been part of the TOPTICA Group since 2013. Find out more at 
www.toptica-eagleyard.com. 
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